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October 2020 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 

As you may be aware, the South Carolina Read to Succeed Act, which became law in 2014, aims to improve 
literacy and reading proficiency for all children in our state. The law includes some significant changes regarding 
promotion and retention of third grade students.  

The law states, “Beginning with the 2017-2018 school year, a student must be retained in the third grade if the 
student fails to demonstrate reading proficiency at the end of third grade as indicated by scoring at the lowest 
achievement level on the state’s summative reading assessment that equates to Not Met 1 on SC Ready.” There 
are a number of exceptions to this requirement in the law. Your child’s principal will be able to discuss these 
exceptions with you.  

Good cause exemptions include students:  
(1) with limited English proficiency and less than two years of instruction in English as a Second Language 
program;  
(2) with disabilities whose individual education plan indicates the use of alternative assessments or alternative 
reading interventions and students with disabilities whose Individual Education Plan or Section 504 Plan reflects 
that the student has received intensive remediation in reading for more than two years but still does not 
substantially demonstrate reading proficiency;  
(3) who demonstrate third-grade reading proficiency on an alternative assessment approved by the board and 
which teachers may administer following the administration of the state assessment of reading; 
 (4) who have received two years of reading intervention and were previously retained;  
(5) who through a reading portfolio document, the student’s mastery of the state standards in reading equal to 
at least a level above the lowest achievement level on the state reading assessment. Such evidence must be an 
organized collection of the student’s mastery of the state English/language arts standards that are assessed by 
the grade three state reading assessment.  
 
Please be assured that our district’s goal is for all students to be proficient readers in third grade and for no 
student to be retained for failing to demonstrate reading proficiency. The district has supports in place to 
improve student success. These supports may include additional instructional time, small group and 
individualized instruction, and targeted interventions. Classroom teachers and school administrators are 
receiving specialized literacy training and support from school-based reading coaches and interventionists.  

If you have questions or need additional information, please contact your school’s principal or your child’s 
teacher. You can also find information about Read to Succeed on the school district’s web page and on the 
South Carolina Department of Education web page https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/early-learning-and-literacy/  

Sincerely,  

Peter Olinger 
Executive Director of Elementary Education 

https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/early-learning-and-literacy/

